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Reminder: Daylight Saving Time Begins
in Most of the US on March 11
In most of the US, Daylight Saving Time (DST) 
begins on Sunday, March 11, at 2 AM local time. 
Set clocks ahead by 1 hour. The start of DST does
not affect Universal Coordinated Time (UTC), 
also known as Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) or 
simply Zulu (Z), although some transceiver 
clocks generate UTC based on a specified 
difference from the local time setting. UTC is the 
generally recognized "standard time" for Amateur
Radio log keeping.

In any case, in those areas observing DST, the 
difference between UTC and local time will be 1 
hour shorter.

Daylight Saving Time this year ends on Sunday, 
November 4, at 2 AM local time — which is in 
the middle of ARRL November Sweepstakes CW
weekend.

The changeover to or from DST is an ideal 
occasion to check the serviceability of any smoke,
gas, and carbon monoxide detectors and replace 
batteries with fresh ones, if necessary. It could 
save your life!

3Y0Z Bouvet Island Team: 
We’ll Be Back

Now safely home in the wake of their ill-fated 
DXpedition attempt to Bouvet Island, the 
members of the 3Y0Z Bouvet Island team hope 
to try again to mount an operation from what’s 

been described as the most remote place on Earth.
The subantarctic Bouvet — a Norwegian 
dependency — stands as the second most-wanted 
DXCC entity.

“[W]e are not the kind of people to give up,” 
DXpedition co-leader Bob Allphin, K4UEE, said 
in a statement released over the weekend. “The 
same thing happened when we were trying to 
activate Peter I Island in 2005. We came back the 
following year and…we got it done.” The 2006 
3Y0X operation subsequently was judged the 
“DXpedition of the Decade.”

All told, the 3Y0Z team spent a month aboard 
MV Betanzos, the vessel that transported them 
from Chile to less than a mile off Bouvet to Cape 
Town, South Africa. Now back home for about 2 
weeks, the team has had a little time to reflect.

“We have been to Bouvet Island, and as a result, 
we have a better appreciation for the challenges 
we face,” Allphin said. “It is a dark, dismal, and 
dangerous place. Yet, when the sun shines, it is 
magnificent.”

The most difficult memory for the team, Allphin 
said, is the team’s final day off the coast of 
Bouvet, “when we saw the island, crystal clear in 
calm winds, less than a mile away. The conditions
were perfect for our first reconnaissance flight 
and possible landing of men and camp 
infrastructure. But, during the violent night 
before, the captain had made the decision to abort.
In retrospect, his call was clairvoyant. The 



mechanical propulsion failure on the ship that 
occurred would have brought disaster if it resulted
in some of our men being stranded ashore.”

Allphin said the 3Y0Z Bouvet team is optimistic 
that it will get at least some of its money back 
from DAP, the Chilean company that owns the 
vessel. “That money [with] what we still have in 
the bank will allow us to begin making plans to 
try again,” he said. “We have begun the difficult 
task of looking for a suitable vessel, and would 
hope to go back to Bouvet in the next year or 
two.” He said no contributors have asked for their
donations back, and several have urged the team 
to roll over their contributions to help fund the 
next attempt to activate Bouvet.

“So, if we can pull all the moving parts together, 
we are going to try it again, hopefully, this time, 
with a different outcome,” Allphin concluded.

Allphin, Ralph Fedor, K0IR, and Erling Wiig, 
LA6VM, have served as co-leaders of the 3Y0Z 
effort. The 2018 3Y0Z team totals 20 radio 
amateurs, including the co-leaders, from eight 
different nations and includes some of the world’s
top operators. 

ARRL Requests Expanded HF
Privileges for Technician Licensees
ARRL has asked the FCC to expand HF 
privileges for Technician licensees to include 
limited phone privileges on 75, 40, and 15 meters,
plus RTTY and digital mode privileges on 80, 40,
15, and 10 meters. The FCC has not yet invited 
public comment on the proposals, which stem 
from recommendations put forth by the ARRL 
Board of Directors’ Entry-Level License 
Committee, which explored various initiatives 
and gauged member opinions in 2016 and 2017.

“This action will enhance the available license 
operating privileges in what has become the 
principal entry-level license class in the Amateur 
Service,” ARRL said in its Petition. “It will 
attract more newcomers to Amateur Radio, it will 
result in increased retention of licensees who hold

Technician Class licenses, and it will provide an 
improved incentive for entry-level licensees to 
increase technical self-training and pursue higher 
license class achievement and development of 
communications skills.”

Specifically, ARRL proposes to provide 
Technician licensees, present and future, with 
phone privileges at 3.900 to 4.000 MHz, 7.225 to 
7.300 MHz, and 21.350 to 21.450 MHz, plus 
RTTY and digital privileges in current Technician
allocations on 80, 40, 15, and 10 meters. The 
ARRL petition points out the explosion in 
popularity of various digital modes over the past 2
decades. Under the ARRL plan, the maximum HF
power level for Technician operators would 
remain at 200 W PEP. The few remaining Novice 
licensees would gain no new privileges under the 
League’s proposal.

ARRL’s petition points to the need for 
compelling incentives not only to become a radio 
amateur in the first place, but then to upgrade and 
further develop skills. Demographic and 
technological changes call for a “periodic 
rebalancing” between those two objectives, the 
League maintains.

“There has not been such a rebalancing in many 
years,” ARRL said in its petition. “It is time to do 
that now.” The FCC has not assessed entry-level 
operating privileges since 2005.

The Entry-Level License Committee offered very 
specific, data- and survey-supported findings 
about growth in Amateur Radio and its place in 
the advanced technological demographic that 
includes individuals younger than 30. It received 
significant input from ARRL members via more 
than 8,000 survey responses.

“The Committee’s analysis noted that today, 
Amateur Radio exists among many more modes 
of communication than it did half a century ago, 
or even 20 years ago,” ARRL said in its petition.

Now numbering some 378,000, Technician 
licensees comprise more than half of the US 
Amateur Radio population. ARRL said that after 








