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Big Bend ARC To Tour HET
The next meeting, August 8 at 7:30, of the Big 
Bend ARC will be held at McDonald Observatory
to tour the Hobby-Eberly Telescope.

Jim Fowler, KD5KBU, is the Computer Group 
Manager for the HET. He will conduct the tour.

The HET was designed and constructed with a 
unique objective: to gather a very large amount of
light, specifically for spectroscopy, at extremely 
low cost.

A fixed elevation-axis design,
based on the radio telescope at
Arecibo, and an innovative system
for tracking stars, contributed to
an 80% reduction in initial costs
compared to optical telescopes of
similar size. The primary mirror
of the HET is the largest yet
constructed, at 11.1 x 9.8 meters. At any given 
time during observations, only a portion of the 
mirror is utilized. The HET's 10 meter effective 
aperture places it among the world's five largest 
telescopes.

Work is underway to modify the telescope for the 
upcoming Dark Energy Experiment (HETDEX). 
The addition of 150 integral field spectrographs 
(VIRUS), mounted to the sides of the main 
framework, will give the HET the ability to map 
the expansion rate of the early universe, looking 
back in time billions of years, to measure how 
clusters of galaxies moved in relation to one 
another as the universe evolved. 

N5HYD, W5ATO Repair 
Elephant Mountain Repeater

Doug, N5HYD, and Bill, W5ATO, went to the 
Elephant Mountain repeater site on Saturday, July
29, to investigate problems with the UHF link 
repeater. It has been very noisy and dropping out.

As any signals from the repeater controller would 
link just fine, signals coming in from the remote 
sites through the link receiver would have 
problems.

We visually inspected the antenna and coax and 
all appeared fine. We checked the coax jumpers 
from the duplexers to the radio and thought we 
found a bad jumper. We replaced it, but no 
change. By this time the link receive was getting 
quite noisy. As a test we took a hand held and 
connected it to the receive side of the duplexers 
and it cleared up.

N5HYD had a back up repeater ready to go and 
we swapped them out. It is on loan while get an 
estimate on the repair cost of the clubs link 
repeater.

In the meantime, the link is back up and working 
just fine, so our linked repeaters and echo link can
all talk to one another once again.

However, we still have the Christmas Mountain, 
Terlingua repeater down and dead as a post. 
N5HYD will try to at least get up there for a 
visual inspection soon, if he can. 



Bouvet Island 3Y0Z Dxpedition
Organizers Planning for 14 to 16 Days

on the Air
The organizers of the January 2018 3Y0Z 
DXpedition to Bouvet Island — the second 
most-wanted DXCC entity, according to Club 
Log’s DXCC Most Wanted List — said the 
team continues to refine its plans and, “depending
on weather and other factors,” hopes to be on the 
air for 14 to 16 days. The team will depart the 
South Shetlands Islands on January 13, 2018, the 
3Y0Z organizers said in a June 27 news release.

“Our transit time to Bouvet will be between 9 and
11 days depending on weather and the sea state. 
Upon arrival at Bouvet we will conduct 
reconnaissance flights to the island and select a 
campsite free of crevasses. As weather permits we
will begin building our radio city on the ice and 
secure our infrastructure. Then antennas will go 
up, our equipment will be assembled, and we will 
begin non-stop operations.” The team will be at 
Bouvet for 3 weeks.

Preparations will continue over the summer and 
fall, including testing equipment under harsh 
conditions, assembling, testing, and packing 
antennas, and packing and shipping the Sea 
Container from Atlanta. The estimated cost of this
DXpedition is upward of $750,000. The 
DXpedition has a Facebook page. — Thanks to 
Ralph Fedor, K0IR; Bob Allphin, K4UEE, and 
Erling Wiig, LA6VM for the 3Y0Z team 

New FT8 Mode Included in
 WSJT-X Beta Release

Editor's Note: FT8 has proven to be a very 
popular mode in a very short period of time. It is
easy to setup and use and works very well 
during the bottom of the solar cycle. You can get
it at: 
http://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/K1JT/wsjtx.ht
ml

A beta release of WSJT-X, version 1.8.0-rc1, 
includes a new FT8 mode, featuring a faster 
turnaround, and it’s already showing up on the 
bands. According to the notes for the candidate 
release, FT8 offers “sensitivity down to –20 dB 
on the AWGN channel,” and contacts 4 times 
faster than JT65 or JT9. An auto-sequencing 
feature offers the option to respond automatically 
to the first decoded reply to your CQ. The beta 
WSJT-X also offers a new mode for accurate 
frequency calibration of your radio, improved 
CAT radio control, and enhanced JT65, QRA64, 
and MSK144 decoder performance. According to 
The Daily DX, on July 11, Frank Donovan, 
W3LPL, reported what he called “lots of semi-
rare DX activity” using the new FT8 mode. He 
mentioned A92AA, OY1DZ, VR2XMT, and 
YE2IJ on 40 meters, and TR8CA and YI3WHR 
on 20. — Thanks to The ARRL Contest Update 
and The Daily DX

Classifieds:
For Sale: WX0B Six-Pack antenna switching 
system. Two transceivers in, six antennas out. 
Excellent condition with control box. $300.

Steppir DB18 40 meter through 6 meter Yagi. 
Has two trombones. Good condition and partially 
disassembled on the ground in Alpine, Texas. 
Includes controller. Price is less than half of what 
it costs new. $1,600. 

Also, 3-element Steppir Yagi. Fiberglass covers 
are faded somewhat but still in excellent 
operating condition. Includes controller. Less than
half price. $900. Partially disassembled on the 
ground in Alpine, Texas.

Contact Bill, KE5OG, at 432-244-8863 or 
bill.ke5og at gmail.com.

For Sale: Alpha 99, Original owner, purchased 
in January, 2000. Has original 4 CX800-A7s. 
Works Fine. $2,700 plus.








