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Look, Ma...Sunspots
After our program last month, it looked as if the 
HF bands were dead in the water but lo and 
behold, here came some sunspots. The SFI went 
from a dismal 71 to 121 the week this newsletter 
was published. Activity is still not great on the 
upper HF bands but better than nothing.

There has been some M-class flares and the A and
K indices have been up a little but operating is 
still good. The prediction from prop.hfradio.org is
conditions will continue to improve mildly until 
they turn toward the bottom as we approach the 
end of Cycle 24. But, who knows. Stay tuned.

WA5ROE to Present Program on 
ARES/Emergency Comms
Bob Ward, WA5ROE, will be the program at next
Tuesday's Big Bend Amateur Radio Club 
meeting. Bob will be talking about the Amateur 
Radio Emergency Service and proper procedures 
to use for emergency communications.

The club meets at West Texas National Bank in 
the community room at 7:30 on Tuesday, April 
11. Visitors are welcome.

Midway and Kure Islands No
Longer Eligible for DXCC
Midway and Kure Islands have been placed on 
the list of DXCC deleted entities, effective 
August 26, 2016. This came about as an 
unintended consequence of action last summer by
then-President Barack Obama that expanded the 

Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 
Monument to include the northwestern Hawaiian
Islands west of Ni’ihau Island, making it the 
largest contiguous protected conservation area 
under the US flag.

Midway (KH4) had qualified for DXCC status by 
virtue of its being governed by a separate 
administration. Because it is now under the 
administration of Papahānaumokuākea Marine 
National Monument, however, it becomes a 
deleted entity. Approximately 50 people live on 
Midway, including US Fish and Wildlife Service 
staffers and contractors. The Battle of Midway, a 
turning point in the Allied World War II Pacific 
Campaign, took place in June 1942.
Now uninhabited, Kure Island (KH7K), a part of 
Hawaii, is separated from the rest of the state by 
Midway; because of that, it qualified for DXCC 
status under Section II, 2 (b) (iii) of the DXCC 
Rules — separation from its “parent” Hawaii. 
Midway Island’s change in DXCC status in turn 
made Kure Island no longer eligible for DXCC 
status, since Kure no longer is separated from the 
rest of Hawaii by intervening land or islands that 
are part of another DXCC entity.

Kure Island once was home to a US Coast Guard 
LORAN station, remnants of which are still 
evident. It has been a state wildlife sanctuary 
since 1981.

Neither Midway nor Kure was able to be 
activated without prior permission and only for a 
planned DXpedition. Only contacts made on 
August 25, 2016, or earlier will count for these 
two entities.



Hams Get Two New Bands
It’s been a long time coming, but the Amateur 
Service will get two new bands in the near future. 
The FCC on March 28 adopted rules that will 
allow secondary Amateur Radio access to 472-
479 kHz (630 meters) and to 135.7-137.8 kHz 
(2,200 meters), with minor conditions. The FCC 
Report and Order (R&O) spells out the details. It 
allocates 472-479 kHz to the Amateur Service on 
a secondary basis and amends Part 97 to provide 
for Amateur Service use of that band as well as of
the previously allocated 135.7-137.8 kHz band. 
The R&O also amends Part 80 rules to authorize 
radio buoy operations in the 1900-2000 kHz band 
under a ship station license. Just when the new 
Part 97 rules will go into effect is difficult to 
determine just yet; more on that below.

 “It’s a big win for the Amateur community and 
the ARRL,” ARRL CEO Tom Gallagher, 
NY2RF, said. “We are excited by the FCC’s 
action to authorize Amateur Radio access for the 
first time on the MF and LF spectrum. As 
amateurs begin using these new allocations in the 
next few weeks, we encourage the entire Amateur
Radio community, as secondary users, to be 
especially attentive to the rules.”

It has not been an easy win, however. ARRL has 
been trying since the 1970s to convince the FCC 
to allow amateur access to parts of the spectrum 
below the Standard Broadcast Band. Through the 
Utilities Telecoms Council (UTC), electric power 
utilities have opposed Amateur Radio use of the 
MF and LF spectrum, raising unsubstantiated 
fears of interference to unlicensed Part 15 power 
line carrier (PLC) systems used to manage the 
power grid. The FCC said the Amateur Radio 
service rules it has adopted for 630 meters and 
2,200 meters allow for co-existence with PLC 
systems that use the two bands.

Here are the highlights:

Amateurs operating on 472-479 kHz will be 
permitted a maximum equivalent isotropically 

radiated power (EIRP) of 5 W, except in parts of 
Alaska within 800 kilometers (approximately 496 
miles) of Russia, where the maximum would be 1 
W EIRP. [EIRP is the product of the power 
supplied to the antenna and the antenna gain in a 
given direction, relative to an isotropic antenna 
(absolute or isotropic gain). EIRP is equal to ERP 
multiplied by 1.64.] 

• Amateurs operating in the 135.7-137.8 
kHz band will be permitted to run up to 1 
W EIRP. 

• The FCC is requiring a 1-kilometer 
separation distance between radio 
amateurs using the two new bands and 
electric power transmission lines with 
PLC systems on those bands. Amateur 
Radio operators will have to notify the 
UTC of station location prior to 
commencing operations.The FCC 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau will
provide details on the notification process 
later, but ARRL is urging radio amateurs 
interested in operating on either band to 
register at the earliest opportunity, to 
avoid having to protect any “post-
notification” PLCs. 

• The FCC placed a 60-meter 
(approximately 197 feet) above-ground-
level (AGL) height limit on transmitting 
antennas used on 630 meters and 2,200 
meters. 

• The bands would be available to General 
class and higher licensees, and permissible
modes would include CW, RTTY, data, 
phone, and image. Automatically 
controlled stations would be permitted to 
operate in the bands. 

Ed. Note: Amateurs have had access to 630 
meters as experimenters for some time. By the 
way, the wavelength on 630 meters is 2066.93 
feet. Half-wave dipole anyone?

Effective Date The fact that the new rules contain
a new information-collection requirement — 






